Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.1.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 12 H 16 NO 5 ) 2 ]Á2H 2 O, the Ni II atom is coordinated by four O atoms and two N atoms from the two 6-methoxy-2-{[tris(hydroxymethyl)methyl]iminomethyl}-phenolate ligands in a distorted octahedral coordination geometry. O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the complexes and uncoordinated water molecules into two-dimensional networks parallel to (001).
Related literature
For the applications of Schiff-base complexes, see: Kritagawa & Kondo (1998) ; Zhang et al. (1998) ; Yaghi et al. (1996) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 12 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1998; Kritagawa & Kondo, 1998; Yaghi et al., 1996) . Herein, we report a new crystal structure containing the Schiff-base ligand 6-methoxy-2-{[tris(hydroxymethyl)methyl]iminomethyl}phenol (denoted HL).
As shown in Figure 1 
Refinement
All H atoms bound to C were placed geometrically with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic H), 0.96 (methyl H) or 0.97 Å (methylene H) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) (aromatic and methylene H) or 1.5U eq (C) (methyl H). The H atoms of the water molecule were located from difference density maps and refined with distance restraints of d(H···H) = 1.38 (2) Å,
The H atoms of the hydroxyl groups were placed geometrically with O-H = 0.82 Å.
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level for non-H atoms.
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